
Santa Cruz is approximately 70 miles/113 km south 
of San Francisco and 349 miles/562 km north of 
Los Angeles.  Many visitors choose to take scenic 
Highway 1 along the California coastline to Santa 
Cruz or Highway 17 from Silicon Valley and San Jose 
through the Santa Cruz Mountains.  Visitors can 

• Mild, with summer temperatures in the mid-70s 
and winter temperatures in the mid-50s.• The sun shines 300 days a year and the humidity 
is low for a coastal city.

• Highway 1 is the most famous scenic drive in 
California, and this legendary highway passes 
in northern Santa Cruz County, you’ll experience 
rugged coastal vistas and the former whaling 
town of Davenport. As you come into Santa Cruz, 
you’ll pass wineries, Mission Santa Cruz and the 
Downtown Area. South of Santa Cruz, are the 
picturesque towns of Capitola, Soquel, and Ap-
through Watsonville and Elkhorn Slough, famous 
for bird watching. 

• The legendary Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk, built 
in 1907, is home to the Giant Dipper, a vintage 

wooden roller coaster that has thrilled visitors for 
over 85 years. Seventy-three hand-carved horses 

-
band organ and Wurlitzer 165 band organ at the 

Historic Landmarks.• 

Memorial Day Weekend. • 
an aquarium, museums and galleries, farmer’s 
markets and more.

• 
in the United States, and was brought to the area 
in 1885 when three Hawaiian princes rode the 
trees. • 
home, and the site of his original surf shop is a 

• Santa Cruz is one of the best places in the U.S. to 
learn to surf.  Surf schools host group and indi-
instructors.• 
a brick lighthouse - chronicles over 100 years of 

one of the best places in the country to surf.

• Santa Cruz County is home to the largest number 
of state parks and beaches than any other county 
in California - 14 in all – including California’s 

• 
a vast amount of diverse landscapes, from the 
mountains to the sea, all within a small area.• State Parks in Santa Cruz County host an amazing 
number of free events year round for visitors, and 
volunteer docents are available to host visitors on 
walks through the parks.

• Home to more than 70 wineries, 200 small vine-
yards and 1,500 acres of wine grapes.• 
and special events are all part of the experience.• 
the winemaker who makes wine during the 
weekends, enabling visitors to have a one-on-one 
experience with local winemakers.• The Corralitos Wine Trail near Watsonville, the 
wineries of the Santa Cruz Mountains, and Surf 
City Vintners on Santa Cruz’s Westside are just a 
few places to taste.• 
winery, located in picturesque Soquel.

 
beach town. From old growth coastal redwood forests, to a legendary 100-year old seaside amusement park 


