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Ms. Blue, the world’s largest blue whale skeleton
rests adjacent to the facility and off the sun deck
lies the remains of the La Feliz shipwreck, which
crashed ashore more than 85 years ago.

A stone’s throw away the next adventure
awaits, Natural Bridges State Beach is an
ideal place for tide pool exploration. Pack a
picnic lunch and binoculars for seasonal vis- o Y . Es e B i’ B3
: its to Natural Bridges, California’s only state Bl e et S o
pit stops in California, so grab your bags and go! park butterfly preserve. Each fall marks the DR Wi o B e
Take your trip through Santa Cruz along Highway |, return of thousands of monarch butterflies
“two miles” at a time. that spend their winters in a protected grove
inside the park.
Day one’s adventure along Hwy | stops at the
Seymour Marine Discovery Center at Long Marine The perfect end to the day is on Swift Street,
Lab. This UC Santa Cruz-affiliated facility offers directly off Hwy I, home to Surf City Vintners.
an up-close view of fascinating sea creatures. The  This spirited courtyard on Santa Cruz’s west
Marine Lab overlooks the bay featuring seawa- side is a local favorite, filled with wineries,
ter displays where visitors can hold live aquatic restaurants and shops. Always brimming
animals, aquariums and marine exhibits illustrating ~ with something new to see or taste, this

the work of resident scientists. Outside the lab, lively spot is home to more than a half dozen Sal
Cruz County tasting rooms.
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hosted at Esplanade Park’s outdoor bandstand, and
are an enjoyable way to end the day.

Next stop is the 164-year-old town of Soquel that
lies just inland from Capitola. Antique shops
featuring everything from heirloom jewelry to early
American furniture line the streets of Soquel Vil-
lage. The hills up abave the town are draped with
vineyards, and Soquel Village serves as an ideal
starting point for self-guided wine tasting tours. A
starting point for winery exploration in the Soquel
hills is Bargetto Winery, located near the heart

of town. Scenic two-lane roads wind up through
the mountains to many more wineries north of the
town. Sip your way into the sunset with a delightful
glass of Santa Cruz County wine; the perfect way to
end your day.
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