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EXPERIENCE THE MAJESTIC 
COASTAL REDWOODS OF 
SANTA CRUZ COUNTY  
While 2021 will be a year of recovery and 

as the travel and tourism industry opens 

up and life begins again, so too with the 

forested state parks in Santa Cruz County. 

Specific to this region, just 90 minutes 

south of San Francisco on the Monterey 

Bay, Basin Redwoods State Park, Califor-

nia’s oldest state park, was heavily damaged 

by the CZU August Lightning Complex 

Fire in summer 2020 which in total burned 

over 85,000 acres in Santa Cruz County 

and adjacent San Mateo County and which 

began as a lightning strike. As Big Basin 

begins to recover and regenerate, there are 

many other opportunities to celebrate and 

admire the redwoods in Santa Cruz County. 

The Forest of Nisene Marks State Park in 

Aptos and Henry Cowell Redwoods State 

Park in Felton both offer hiking, mountain 

biking, and horseback riding, and are known 

for their rich history and lush, towering red-

woods native to the land. Adjacent to Henry 

Cowell Redwoods State Park, Roaring 

Camp Railroads offers a tour of California’s 

towering redwood trees from two historic 

trains. Travel on authentic 19th century 

steam trains through the Big Trees to the 

summit of Bear Mountain or ride early 

1900s Pullman cars on open-air excursion 

cars along a scenic river gorge through 

Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park to 

the beach of Santa Cruz. For thrill seek-

ers, Mount Hermon Adventures features a 

Redwood Canopy Tour and a Sequoia Aerial 

Adventure which suspend explorers on 

traverse ropes and timber obstacles high 

above the forest floor.

HISTORIC WINERY IN SANTA 
CRUZ COUNTY ABUZZ WITH 
SPARKLING MEAD
With over 500 meaderies in the United 

States, one of the largest – also a near-cen-

tury-old winery  and the oldest in the region 

- is in Santa Cruz County. Now, Bargetto 

Winery’s sparkling mead – essentially wine 

made from honey instead of grapes – is get-

ting lots of buzz amongst wine lovers. Bar-

getto’s Chaucer’s mead has been a staple at 

the winery for some time, however the ad-

dition of bubbles has converted this sweet 

wine into a cause for celebration. Mead is 

made by fermenting honey and water with 

yeast, but it can also be flavored with fruits, 

spices, grains and hops. Mead falls between 

beer and wine, enjoyed like a beer, wine, 

or cider. The honey for this specialty drink 

is sourced from hives throughout Califor-

nia’s Central Valley and Sierra Mountains. 

Chaucer’s Sparkling Mead is a blend of 

many types of honey: alfalfa, orange blos-

som, wildflower, and sage. The mead is then 

blended with orange and ginger to give it 

a sweet and spicy flavor with a crisp, clean 

finish with lingering hints of Valencia or-

ange. Chaucer’s mead is available in bottles 

and cans for picnics on the go.
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PASATIEMPO GOLF COURSE 
RANKED #59 IN U.S.
Santa Cruz’s Pasatiempo Golf Course has 

been ranked #59 on the top 100 courses 

in the USA by Golf.com. The outlet cites 

the course’s “giant paw-print bunkers 

and large, undulating greens” and its long, 

uphill par-3 3rd to the par-4 16th hole – all 

reflecting designer Alister MacKenzie’s vi-

sion and which paved the way for his later 

work at Augusta National. Pasatiempo is a 

highly rated course, known for its challeng-

ing layout, scenic views of the Monterey 

Bay from the green, and host of celebrities 

which have visited since its opening in 

1929. MacKenzie claimed that it was his 

best layout, above Pebble Beach’s Cypress 

Point and Augusta National. His former 

home still borders the sixth fairway at 

Pasatiempo.    

LODGING INDUSTRY  
ANNOUNCES THE OPENING 
OF TWO NEW SANTA CRUZ 
PROPERTIES
In late 2020, construction was completed 

on two new properties in Santa Cruz 

County, offering visitors more choices 

when staying overnight and expanding the 

footprint of the local lodging industry. On 

Santa Cruz’s westside, the Hampton Inn – 

Santa Cruz West on Mission Street feature 

a gym, guest laundry, breakfast room and 

business center. The property was built 

from the ground-up with this new mid-

level service, two-story hotel offering 

60 rooms with easy access to the Swift 

Street Courtyard and Natural Bridges 

State Beach. In south county, a brand-

new four-story Hampton Inn & Suites 

with easy access to Sunset State Beach 

includes 112 rooms and 792 square feet of 

meeting space. The hotel, which features 

parking for 132 cars including six charg-

ing stations utilizes Hilton’s Connected 

Room Initiative, enabling guests to control 

the temperature, lights, and sync to their 

streaming service to the TV, all from the 

Hilton Honors app on their smartphone.

DRAGON ARCHWAY PAYS 
TRIBUTE TO FOUNDING 
CHINESE COMMUNITY  
A colorful concrete gateway at an entry-

way to San Lorenzo Park in Santa Cruz 

honors the final Chinatown in the city and 

the legions of ethnic Chinese who helped 

pave the way when the city was in its 

nascent stages in the early days of the old 

west. The final Chinatown in Santa Cruz 

once thrived in what is now San Lorenzo 

Park. The gateway – dubbed the Dragon 

Archway - will also feature poems in Chi-

nese characters in stainless steel plaques 

powder coated in red in addition to brass 

plaques that will read in Chinese script: 

Chinatown Santa Cruz. The lettering will 

be lit by solar-powered Chinese-style lan-

terns. Historically, the City of Santa Cruz 

was home to four distinct Chinatowns in 

the late 19th and early 20th centuries, all 

of which were located on the periphery 

of the city’s downtown economic center. 

Mainly bachelor communities, many of the 

men worked as servants for upper-middle 

class families residing in the city’s stately 

Victorian homes. Others worked in laun-

dries and in vegetable gardens scattered 

around the city; still others developed the 

region’s commercial fishing and agricul-

tural industries; while a handful operated 

small businesses and retail stores, import-

ing mercantile items from China. The 

gateway arch is the second tribute in the 

city to this ethnic group; a vibrant memo-

rial Chinese gate is located in the historic 

Evergreen Cemetery, which is overseen by  

the Santa Cruz Museum of Art & History.    
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