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HAMPTON INN SANTA CRUZ 
WESTSIDE READY TO OPEN
Santa Cruz’s Mission Street – also known as 
California’s iconic Highway One – travels 
through town, linking the westside with the 
downtown area. Travelers coming south-
bound on Highway One from San Francisco 
or the peninsula will arrive on the westside 
as they enter Santa Cruz County. This once-
industrial area known for processing fruit 
and vegetables grown on the north coast 
has been reimagined and is now a hip, styl-
ish destination filled with a laid-back vibe. 
The Hampton Inn – Santa Cruz West was 
built from the ground-up and is newly open.  
Within walking distance to the Swift Street 
Courtyard, this mid-level service, two-story 
hotel offers 60 guest rooms. Guests can 
enjoy a short walk to lunch at a Santa Cruz 
Mountain Brewing, a private wine tasting 
experience at Santa Cruz Mountain Vine-
yard, or dinner at the Instagram-friendly 
Venus Cocktails & Kitchen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MOVEABLE MURALS PUBLIC 
ART PROJECT UNMASKED IN 
WATSONVILLE
An Act of Love: Mask Wearing During the 
Pandemic, the first in a series of Moveable 
Murals in the City of Watsonville, located 
in Santa Cruz’s south county, have debuted. 
The project includes a digital rendering of 
the piece Wear Together by Watsonville 
artist Erik Davison; and two photo collages 
made from photographs submitted by the 
community and digitized. The installation 

demonstrates how personalities can shine 
through while staying safe and protected 
by masks. A second collection of four hand 
painted murals called Flying Together by 
a local Watsonville artist showcases local 
birds that can be seen in the south county 
region – adjacent to the Pacific Flyway, a 
main thoroughfare for permanent and mi-
gratory birds in North America – sporting 
masks in a whimsical portrayal of nature-
meets-the-new-normal, post-COVID. The 
project was funded by the Pajaro Valley 
Community Health Trust, and the Cares Act 
grant and supported by Pajaro Valley Arts 
and the City of Watsonville. 
 

SAVE THE REDWOODS LEAGUE 
OFFERS FREE GUIDE TO DOG 
FRIENDLY REDWOOD PARKS
A new Fido-friendly guide to parks chock-
full of trees is now available from Save the 
Redwoods League and features Santa Cruz 
area places among its 29 hotspots. Promis-
ing to “welcome dogs for delightful times 
in the magical realms of coast redwood 
and giant sequoia forests” 29 Awesome 
Dog-Friendly Redwood Parks includes 
Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park in the 
Santa Cruz Mountains town of Felton, and 
Pogonip Open Space near U.C. Santa Cruz. 
Henry Cowell’s Meadow Trail, Pipeline 
Road, Graham Hill Trail, and Powder Mill 
Fire Road are called out in the guide as 
sweet spots for pooches, and as moder-
ate hikes featuring wide open meadows 
surrounded by redwood trees, stunning 
views of the San Lorenzo River Valley, and 
wildflowers. Most of Pogonip’s eight miles 
of trails are open to dogs, including shady 
roads and paths with spectacular views of 
the Monterey Bay and the city. A map is 
included in the guide, so you can find the 
parks closest to your home turf, as well as 
fast and flavorful descriptions of each park, 
and what activities are available. The guide 
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includes park features accessible to people 
with disabilities. The Forest of Nisene 
Marks State Park in Aptos, Soquel’s Dem-
onstration Forest, and the Loch Lomond 
Recreation Area in the Santa Cruz Moun-
tains also received honorable mentions in 
the guide as places you’ll want to hike with 
your hound. The free guide can be down-
loaded at www.savetheredwoods.org.  
 

LESTER ESTATE WINES  
RELEASES LATEST SPARKLING 
WINE FROM 2017
Located on the Corralitos Wine Trail in a 
bucolic area of mid-county, Lester Estates 
Winery is surrounded by redwood trees 
and sits amidst an expanse of vineyards.  
Once known for acres of apple orchards, 
Corralitos is known for its rich soil and 
horse farms. Lester Estates has just 
released its 2017 Sparkling Brut, made 
of Chardonnay and Pinot Noir, with the 
essence of apples in its aromas, its flavors, 
and its site history. This Brut has been 
described as featuring the aroma of apple 
streusel cake, with a distinct note of cin-
namon, brown sugar, toasted walnuts, and 
melted butter. A combination of tastes 
include the softness of a Macintosh and 
the crispness of a Granny Smith. Notes of 
candied orange peel and a hint of sweet 
brioche toast round out the flavors. 
 

MUSEUM OF ART & HISTORY 
CELEBRATES 25TH  

ANNIVERSARY
The Santa Cruz Museum of Art & History 
(MAH) s celebrating a quarter century of 
creativity, culture, and expression in 2021. 
The museum is the largest cultural facility 
in the area, displaying an eclectic mix of 
historical collections alongside visiting 
art exhibits. The MAH offers permanent 
displays and docent-led tours, creating a 
greater understanding of contemporary 
art. The outdoor sculpture garden and 
rooftop gallery is an exhibition space 
designed to highlight pieces from the 
museum’s permanent collection in granite, 
clay, bronze and other mediums. The mu-
seum also manages the historic Evergreen 
Cemetery and the Davenport Jail Museum. 
 

STATE BEACHES PROVIDE 
MORE ACCESS WITH NEW ALL 
TERRAIN WHEELCHAIRS
Five new beach wheelchairs are now 

available for use to visitors and locals - for 

a total of ten – to use at any of eight state 

beaches in Santa Cruz County: Natural 

Bridges, Seabright, Twin Lakes, New 

Brighton, Seacliff, Manresa, Sunset, and 

Palm. Supplied by Deming Designs Inc., the 

new wheelchairs are a standard fixed-

frame, all-terrain, stainless steel model, 

with removable swing-away armrests. 

The wheelchairs can get wet but do not 

float. These wheelchairs improve safe park 

access, fulfilling a mandate by California 

State Parks and Friends of State Parks to 

provide equity and inclusion for all.  The 

wheelchairs were funded by a $13,762 

grant from the California Coastal Conser-

vancy. 

 

 

 

 

“CLOUD 9” OUTDOOR LOUNGE 
DEBUTS IN SCOTTS VALLEY
A new outdoor lounge featuring cock-
tails, appetizers, and mountain views has 
opened in Scotts Valley, a mere six miles 
from Santa Cruz. With over 2,000 square 
feet of patio space, Cloud 9 is decked 
out with two cabanas, four trendy egg 
chairs, two bar-height fire tables and two 
lounging areas complete with bright blue 
couches for a splash of color. Each cozy 
“cloud pod” area has its own fire table and 
can accommodate groups ranging from 
four to twelve guests. An accent wall with 
color- changing LED lights, a spectacular 
ginkgo tree adorned with 1200 twinkle 
lights, and a seven-foot rain fountain are 
other features of this urban oasis which ca-
ters to couples and groups of friends ready 
to imbibe in cocktails, local wine and craft 
beer, meat and cheese boards to share, 
and other appetizers.
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